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NH EPLOYMENT COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 
MEETING NOTES 

JULY 25, 2012 
 

 
CoP Members – Ken Alessi-DD Council, Debbie Bogle-Pathways, Jenn Cook-
Community Bridges, Beth Gauthier-Great Bay Services, April Haskell-Franklin High 
School, Jim Hinson-VR, Sheila Mahon-Monadnock Developmental Services, Stacey 
Merolla-Pathways, Jane Morgan-West Central Behavioral Health, David Ouellette-DD 
Council, Chris Purington-GSIL, Terri Tedeschi-VR, Laurie Vachon-Lakes Region 
Community Services Council, 
Speakers – Sheila Mahon and Sheila Lambert 
Facilitator – Susan Covert 
 
 
The agenda for the July 26 NH Employment Community of Practice meeting included: 
announcements and regional updates, drawing for professional development award, a 
presentation about accessing non-paid work opportunities for adults, information 
sharing/problem solving, and setting the agenda for the September meeting. 
 
Announcements 
Employment Leadership Awards - Jim Hinson and David Ouellette reported on the NH 
Employment Leadership Awards.  There were 25 businesses nominated; on site 
interviews will be conducted with the top businesses this summer. Winners will be 
recognized at the NH Employment Leadership Awards Breakfast on October 10th at the 
Christa McAuliffe Planetarium in Concord.  In addition to a networking breakfast and 
award presentations, there will be an employer panel and half day conference.  Jim 
encouraged CoP members to complete the Survey Monkey for conference workshops that 
will be emailed in August.   
 
National APSE Conference - Sheila Mahon and Beth Gauthier reported on the national 
APSE conference they attended in Arlington, Virginia at the end of June.  Overall, they 
gave the conference decent marks; the information about technology (use of iPads) and 
considering generational differences was especially good.  Beth found presentations 
about job development to be somewhat repetitive.  At the conference Beth made a 
connection with John Huff, President of APSE, and has been talking with him about 
creating a NH APSE Chapter.  David Ouellette said the Council on Developmental 
Disabilities might be able to help get this off the ground.  David, Beth, and Sheila will 
work on this and report back to the CoP in September. 
 
Governor Candidates’ Forum – David Ouellette invited CoP members to attend the 
Governor Candidates’ Forum on Sunday in Manchester; all six candidates will be 
attending.  Forum sponsors include ABLE NH and the NH Council on Developmental 
Disabilities. 
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NH Governor’s Accessibility Awards – Jim reported that recipients of the Governor’s 
2012 Accessibility Awards included Jo Moncher, Bureau Chief, Community Based 
Military Programs at the Department of Health and Human Services (state employee 
category) and Senator Lou D’Allesandro (legislator category).  * Note other award 
winners included: New England Sports Association (nonprofit category), Ride-Away 
Corporation (business category) and Jill Gravink, founder of Northeast Passage 
(individual category).  
 
Drawing for Professional Development Prize 
The names of employment specialists who passed the May APSE certification exam were 
put into a drawing for $1200 prize (money is for professional development and must be 
used by November 2012).  The winner was Gary Hooper of Nashua Mental Health.  
Sheila Mahon will contact Gary. 
 
Regional Updates 
Lakes Region – Susan Covert reported that at their July meeting, the Lakes Region 
Coalition discussed the qualities needed for job developers.  Members volunteered to 
help provide orientation and support to the new job developer who will be coming on 
board at Lakes Region Community Services Council.  Jim Hinson added that the Lake 
Region Coalition has been sharing information about employers and working together to 
find solutions for the employment challenges for their customers. 
 
Monadnock Region – Sheila Mahon reported that their Coalition has been looking at the 
essential elements of job coaching and will be developing a training program on this 
topic.  They also have completed a rack card for the Coalition.  
 
Sea Coast – Beth Gauthier reported that Sea Coast Coalition members have had mixed 
results in accessing employment opportunities at WalMart stores.  They are bringing back 
Henry Hamilton, WalMart’s regional director for this part of the state, to look at what 
else needs to be done.  Beth invited CoP members to attend the Sea Coast Coalition’s 
Beer and Music Festival on September 22nd in Portsmouth.  Beth will send Susan 
promotional information to email to the CoP. 
 
Upper Valley – Debbie Bogle reported that their Coalition has met twice.  There have 
been a lot of personnel changes in their region and they are regrouping.  She liked the 
idea doing diversity training with regional businesses. 
 
Presentation 
Sheila Mahon and Sheila Lambert spoke to the CoP about implementation of the sate law 
passed last year that allows adults with disabilities to take advantage of time-limited 
nonpaid work based activities (job shadowing, clinical placements, work experience, 
internships, service learning, mentoring, situational assessments, and training programs) 
The law permits businesses to provide this nonpaid work experience without being in 
violation of the Department of Labor hour and wage laws.  Sheila Mahon walked the 
group through the forms that organizations placing adults in nonpaid work activities must 
submit to the New Hampshire Department of Labor.  Sheila Lambert talked about the 
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type of insurance coverage recommended for programs placing workers in nonpaid 
positions. (The handouts from their presentation will be emailed with these minutes.) 
 
A guide is being developed and should be ready this fall that will provide detailed 
information about nonpaid work activities for adults. Jim said once the guide is finalized 
VR will be doing a training on the use of nonpaid work placements – this will be for VR 
staff, but open to anyone who is interested in taking advantage of this opportunity. 
 
Better Together 
Laurie Vachon said she is pulling together a Business Advisory Council for her agency 
and asked if members had any experience with this.  Sheila Mahon said Erin Riley, 
founder of Project Search, recently spoke about Business Advisory Councils and 
recommended rotating membership.   Beth Gauthier said Tuesday is the first meeting of 
the Business Advisory Council in her region.  She will be in touch with Laurie to talk 
about how things went. 
  
Agenda for September’s Meeting 
Jenn Cook requested, and the group agreed, that the September meeting will include a 
review of the CoP mission and discussion about the direction and priorities for the group.   
 
Action Items  
Beth Gauthier – 1) Connect with Sheila Mahon and David Ouellette about a NH APSE 
Chapter.  2) Talk with Laurie Vachon about experience forming a Business Advisory 
Council in her region.  3) Email Susan Covert information about September 22nd Festival 
to sent to CoP. 
 
Sheila Mahon – 1) Contact Gary Hooper to let him know he’s won the APSE drawing.  2) 
Connect with David Ouellette and Beth Gauthier about a NH APSE Chapter. 3) Email 
Susan meeting handouts. 
 
David Ouellette – Connect with Sheila Mahon and Beth Gauthier about a NH APSE 
Chapter. 
 
 


